COMMONWEALTHE OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

INCIDENT INVESTIGATION OF COLUMBIA )
GAS OF KENTUCKY, INC. RELATING TO ) CASE NO. 89-268
TEE REPORTING OF AN EXPLOSION )

ORDER

On September 9, 1987, an explosion and fire occurred at 1592
Delaware Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky, that totally destroyed a
commercial building belonging to Dan Middleton and equipment
belonging to Michael Sanchez, who rented the building.

Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. ("Columbia™) notified the
Commission's Division of Engineering, Gas Safety Branch, of the
incident as required by 807 KAR 5:027, Section 3 (1), at approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m. on September 9, 1987, That afternoon a Commis-
sion investigator arrived at Columbia's office and reviewed
service order records and odorization records for 1592 Delaware
Avenue. All records reviewed appeared to be in order. The inves-
tigator was told that the Lexington Fire Department suspected
arson and that the area was sealed off until it finished its
investigation., The investigator then went to the Fire Depart-
ment's Third Street location to verify this information and was
told by Lt. Glenn W. Parks that arson had not been ruled out at
that time. A copy of the Fire Department's report entitled
Kentucky Basic Incident Report dated September 9, 1987 is attached

as Attachment A of this Order.



On September 14, 1987, a telephone follow-up was made to
Columbia to see if a determination concerning arson had been made.
Staff was told that nothing had changed since the last contact of
September 9, 1987. The PSC Emergency Report that summarizes the
telephone reporting was then filed. See Attachment B of this
Order.

In June of 1989, Commigssion Staff was notified by Carol
Kenney, a paralegal with the 1law firm of Miller, Griffin and
Marks, that a lawsuit, Civil Action No. 88-CI~3103,1 had been
filed on behalf of Michael Sanchez alleging that leaking natural
gas from a distribution line located under or very close to the
destroyed building had caused the explosion and fire, and further,
that Columbia had a private contractor working in the area when
the explosion occurred and that Columbia was aware of unsafe
conditions. The Plaintiff further states that a Columbia crew
came back to the location the same night to purge gas from the
ground around the destroyed building.

On July 24, 1989, Commission Staff was informed by Ms. Kenney
and Julie Goodman, an attorney with Miller, Griffin and Marks,
that the Lexington Fire Department had issued a supplementary
report dated September 15, 1987 which ruled out arson as the cause
of the incident and found instead that a gas leak caused the

explosion. A copy of this report is attached as Attachment C.

1  Michael J. Sanchez, Individual, d/b/a Sanchez Textile
Unlimited v. Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc., No. 88-~-CI-3103
(Fayette Circuit Court filed September 1, 1988).

o



The Commission's administrative regqulation 807 KAR 5:027,
Section 4(3)(b), provides that "if additional information is
received by the utility subsequent to the initial report
indicating a different cause, more serious injury or more serious
property damage than was initially reported, a supplemental
telephone report shall be made to the Commission staff as soon as
practicable." Columbia has not made a supplemental report to the
Commission regarding the Lexington Fire Department Report of a gas
leak as the cause of the incident,

Based upon the above information, including the September 15,
1987 report by the Lexington Fire Department, the Commission finds
it appropriate and necessary to open on its own motion this inves-
tigation of the explosion at 1592 Delaware Avenue.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Columbia shall file the following
information with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this
Order:

1, Information concerning construction work, including
uprating, replacements, repair, pressure reduction, etc. on the
main located under the destroyed building, including any work
performed prior to and after the incident.

2. Maps showing locations of gas mains and service lines
near 1592 Delaware Avenue prior to the incident.

3. Description of the work being performed and the name and
address of the construction company employed by Columbia that was
working in the vicinity of the explosion site prior to and at the

time of this incident, including names and addresses of all



persons working on this project. Also include names of Columbia
inspectors assigned to this project.

4. All service (work) orders for 1592 Delaware Avenue for
the previous 2 years.

5. All leak repair information for 1592 Delaware Avenue and
vicinity for the previous 5 years.

6. A copy of the in-house report resulting from Columbia's
investigation of the fire/explosion, including test of and aban-
donment of main located under the building.

7. Copies of any photos or video tape taken by Columbia
related to the incident.

8. A diagram of the site to scale, showing the location of
the gas leak, location of the building over the line, and location
of other mains in the immediate area serving that portion of
Delaware Avenue.

9. A copy of pressure chart(s) for 1 month prior to the
fire/explosion for the 1line under the building and the line
serving 1592 Delaware Avenue.

10. Odorant test records for the month prior to the fire/
explosion for the line where the leak was discovered and the line
serving 1592 Delaware Avenue.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this &th day of October, 1989,

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Executive Director
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- ATTACHMENT B )

P.S.C. EMERGENCY REPORT FORM

)

DATE SEPT 9 qf 7 TIME /0:27 A»7
COMPANY __ D lumbin _(fasr of K Twe.

PIRSON MAKING CALL: NAME __/A=eoy Llden

- TITLE _ Q57 Si=r. Mol
ADDRESS _ Lane )os 5 5ot ,z/
PHONE __ 255-F4/2 '

LCCATION OF OCCURRENCE _ /522 Jslawars fve, é._-g%:,

TIME OF OCCURRENCE _§~'3 o Am. hps)

NESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE: DEATHS: YES NO &
INJURIES: YES | NO ~
ESTIMATED COST OF DAMAGE - 7

TACSE & DESCRIPTION Siso ZAH&«G{ INE, A SALL SCREN pRIWY L ANY Ane
LeSigmw. C.C sy callud At &.79 Ar1 by FD. 7o Haw Sar ofl /relBivk fo insd: co P&

m,uué CaT af HAis ,l-mﬁ _ﬁ,,-mfmf b fo car pain'e At 755 aM whaw Live iohind
Suaptd s ml&? wd 7o 0K Lmalling [3LdY. s /mnvad [Rom. ;,-}- of e FesE W i 4w

LTFICTS ON N AL SERVICE
A0 0 4KEN. Lur s Themetty RLACAE

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN cowds dremmshvasd af 2407 Yoma

P F7 Lt Y Eldeg fﬂﬁzﬂ

TT¥E OF RESUMPTION OF NORMAL SERVICE A

T

SIGNED -z

TITLE Su Eerw's"or Pipeline S Jeé‘ Joves '/fgallar':

DATE _ 7-7-£7




ATTACHMENT C

Page 1 of 2
LEXINGTON FAYETTE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT
DIVISION OF FIRE -, ARSON BUREAU =
| ~  SUPPLEMENTARY "REPORT =
CASE NO. AB- 294 37F DATE OF REPORT 9/15/87
ADDRESS: 1590 Delaware Avenue DATE OF INCIDENT 9/9/87

It is my ocpinion that the firg that destioyed-the—Sanek o 13

1590 Delaware Avenue, was caused by an explosion. The building did not.

contain materials that would produce such intense heat that would

destroy everything in the southwest area. Particles of clear window

glass were found several feet in the yard away from the front

windows. A screen print frame was found in the top of a tree, partially

burned. A door lock-keeper pin was bent inward, indicating a force

had pushed the door opén from the inside. Concrete bldock walls

Wwere bowed outwvard in several areas. Walls in the southwest area

were totally collapsed.

e do know there was an underground gas leak in the area that the

Gas Company was working on. Columbia Gas was on the property

September 10, 1987, drilling holes and purging gas from the ground

around the destroyed building.

Major william H. Lilly




ATTACHMENT C
v Page 2 of 2

LEXINGTON FAYETTE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT
DIVISION OF FIRE - ARSON BUREAU - -
- SUPPLEMENTARY 'REPORT <

CASE NO. AB- 294 87F DATE OF REPORT__ 9/15/87
ADDRESS: 1590 DELANABE AVENUE DATE OF INCIDENTg/q/a7
MAJOR LILLY AND I AGREE THAT THE FIRE WAS THE RESULT OF _AND EXPLOSION,

MAJOR LILLY'S REPORT EXPLAINS THE.EVIDENCE FOUND AT THE FIRE SCENE
__INDICATING THAT AN EXPLOSION HAD OCCURRED, WITTNESSES STATEMENTS FURTHER
INDICATES THAT AN EXPLOSION DID OCCUR. WITTNESSES HEARD A LOUD BOOM AND
THE INTERTOR OF THEIR HOMES AND BUILDINGS SHOOK. THEY INVESTIGATED
OUTSIDE AND OBSERVED FLAMES 75' - 100' IN THE AIR. IT IS MY OPINION
. "THAT THE FIRE ORIGINATED IN THE CEILING AND ROOF AREA. THERE WAS NOT
ENOUGH FIRE LOAD IN THE BUILDING TO BURN UPWARD AND CAUSE TOTAL DESTRUCTON
OF THE ROOF. THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDINE CONSISTED MOSTLY OF -METAL MACHINE
USED IN THE BUSINESS OPERATION. THERE WAS A SMALL AMOUNT OF W0OD AND PAPER
PRODUCT IN THE BUILDING. THERE WAS A MODERATE AMOUNT OF PAINT STORED IN
METAL CABINETS. 1IT IS MY OPION THAT THE PAINT CONTRIBUTED VERY LITTLE TO
THE FIRE. IT IS MY OPINION THAT NATURAL GAS WAS PROBABLY THE CAUSE OF
THE EXPLOSION. I BASE MY OPINION ON EVIDENCE FOUND AT THE FIRE SCENE AND
WITTNESSES STATEMENTS.

— [)
)
’F‘)"/' S L__‘. -k_ Z’L"

LT GLENN W. PARKS




